HICKORY COUNTY COMMISSION

MEETING OF JULY 2, 2026
MINUTES

The meeting of July 2, 2026, was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer.
Present were Commissioner Pearson, Commissioner Lightfoot, Treasurer Kenny Ratliff and County
Clerk Tamara Weidman. Upon a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by
Commissioner Lightfoot the minutes of the Meeting of June 25, 2026, was approved as presented. 3-0
vote Upon a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by Commissioner Lightfoot the
closed session meeting minutes of June 18, 2026 was approved. 3-0 vote

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Lightfoot and a second by Commissioner Pearson the demand *
warrants and documents for accounts payable for the beginning of July 2026 was approved and
signed. 3-0 vote

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer the
demand warrant for Lightfoot Hardware was approved and signed. 2-0 vote Commissioner Lightfoot
abstained.

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Lightfoot and a second by Commissioner Pearson the letter of
engagement and services to be performed for McBride, Lock & Associates, LLC was approved and
signed. 3-0 vote

The Commissioner reviewed and forwarded for file County Clerk Tamara Weidman’s report of
monthly fees collected for June 2026 in the amount of $17,387.65.

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Lightfoot and a second by Commissioner Pearson Progress
Invoice #14 for BRO-R043001, Rough Hollow Bridge, in the amount of $1,960.65 was approved and

signed. 3-0 vote
Public Comments: None

Matters for discussion and/or consideration of the Commission:

¢ The Commission discussed selling surplus property.

e  With no other matters before the Commission, Presiding Commissioner Sawyer adjourned the
meeting at 11:32 am.




HICKORY COUNTY COMMISSION

MEETING OF JULY 9, 2026
MINUTES

1. The meeting of July 9, 2026, was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer.
Present were Commissioner Pearson, Commissioner Lightfoot, Treasurer Kenny Ratliff, Sephora
Kretz, Trisha Romesburg and County Clerk Tamara Weidman. Upon a motion made by
Commissioner Pearson and a second by Commissioner Lightfoot the minutes of the Meeting of July 2,
2026, was approved as presented. 3-0 vote

2. Upon a motion made by Commissioner Lightfoot and a second by Commissioner Pearson, demand
warrants and documents for payroll for the pay period ending July 4, 2026 was approved and signed.
3-0 vote

3. Presiding Commissioner Sawyer left the room. Upon a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a
second by Commissioner Lightfoot the demand warrant for payroll for the maintenance technician for
the pay period ending July 4, 2026 was approved and signed. 2-0 vote

4. The Commission reviewed and forwarded for file Recorder Pamela Hutton’s report of monthly fees
coliected for June 2026 in the amount of $9,733.

5. The Commission reviewed and forwarded for file Circuit Clerk Cee Cee Smith’s report of monthly
fees collected for June 2026 in the amount of $3,472.28.

6. The Commission reviewed and forwarded for file Sheriff Greg Burke’s report of monthly fees
collected for June 2026 for CCW revenues in the amount of $330, for General Revenue in the amount
of $691.12 and Civil Revenues in the amount of $955.

7. Upon a motion made by Commissioner Lightfoot and a second by Commissioner Pearson, permission
to handle personnel issues by each respective side was granted. 3-0 vote

8. The Commission reviewed and forwarded for file the County financial statements for June 2026.

9. The Commission reviewed and forwarded for file Treasurer Kenny Ratliff’s 6-month settlement
report.

10. Public Comments:

e Sephora Kretz joined the meeting to present and discuss a proposed moratorium for the
Commission to review on data centers. There will be several concerned citizens attend the
Commission meeting of July 16 to discuss data centers.

11. Matter for discussion and/or consideration of the Commission:

¢ Commissioner Lightfoot received an email from a citizen on 276L in Real McCoy Subdivision
with wishes to close a portion of the road.

e Commissioner Lightfoot made the motion to go into closed session at 11:03 a.m. and
Commissioner Pearson seconded the motion. 3-0 vote

¢ Presiding Commissioner Sawyer adjourned the regular meeting at 12:24 p.m.
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HICKORY COUNTY COMMISSION

MEETING OF JULY 16, 2026
MINUTES

The meeting of July 16, 2026, was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer.
Present were Commissioner Pearson, Commissioner Lightfoot, Treasurer Kenny Ratliff, Trisha
Romesburg and County Clerk Tamara Weidman. See the attached sign in sheet for additional
attendees. Upon a motion made by Commissioner Lightfoot and a second by Commissioner Pearson
the minutes of the Meeting of July 9, 2026, was approved as presented. 3-0 vote Upon a motion made
by Commissioner Lightfoot and a second by Commissioner Pearson the Closed meeting minutes of
July 9, 2026 was approved as presented. 3-0 vote The meeting was moved to the Courtroom for more

space.

Michael Nibert stood to talk about the impact that data centers would have on Hickory County and the
need to create regulations as well as a Moratorium to provide time for more research.

Sephora Kretz spoke next regarding data centers and in support of a Moratorium to protect and
preserve Hickory County. She explained that while a complete ban would be the best, she understood
the limitations of the Commission. Stephanie Robinson stood to speak against data centers and
explained different areas of impact on infrastructure after completing many studies.

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by Commissioner Lightfoot the demand
warrants and documents for accounts payable for mid-July 2026 was approved and signed. 3-0 vote

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Lightfoot and a second by Commissioner Pearson additions
and abatements for June 2026 in the amounts of $12,537.98 and $403.03 respectively was approved
and signed. 3-0 vote

The Commission reviewed and forwarded for file Prosecuting Attorney Daniel Dysart’s report of
monthly fees collected for June 2026 in the amount of $25.

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Lightfoot and a second by Commissioner Pearson Progress
Invoice #7 for BRO-R043002, County Road 443 over Starks Creek, in the amount of $3,547.51 was
approved and signed. 3-0 vote

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by Commissioner Lightfoot the final
delivery and acceptance certificate for Veregy for project completion on the courthouse addition was
approved and signed. 3-0 vote

Public Comments:

Several members of the public that were present for the meeting spoke on data centers and in support
of a Moratorium.

The Commission discussed and dealt with a few road issues that were presented.

. Matters for discussion and/or consideration of the Commission:

With no other matters before the Commission, Presiding Commissioner Sawyer adjourned the meeting
at 12:08 p.m.




HICKORY COUNTY COMMISSION

MEETING OF JULY 23, 2026
MINUTES

The meeting of July 23, 2026, was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer.
Present were Commissioner Pearson, Treasurer Kenny Ratliff, Michael Nibert, Gary Dewitt, Carolyn
Ream and Deputy County Clerk Tommy Holt. Commissioner Lightfoot was absent from meeting.
Upon a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer the
minutes of the Meeting of July 16, 2026, were approved as presented. 2-0 vote

The Board of Equalization hearings were tabled by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer and also the
minutes from 2025 BOE hearings were tabled by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer. There have been
no BOE applications.

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer the
demand warrants and documents for payroll for the pay period ending July 18, 2026 was approved and
signed. 2-0 vote

Commissioner Pearson tabled the review of payroll documents for maintenance technician, Matthew
Sawyer.

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer the
updated salary schedules to include the six-month evaluation increase was approved and signed. 2-0
vote

The Commission discussed a letter from Judge Hackett and agreed to grant his request to use the
former jury room as the Juvenile Office.

Public Comments:

Michael Nibert and Gary Dewitt expressed their concern on progress with Data Centers. Presiding
Commissioner Sawyer stated that the County’s legal team was drafting a Moratorium and that it
would be addressed in the near future.

The Commission discussed the Lake tornado sirens should be operational in two weeks. Also, DNR
will pay for electricity for siren at Pittsburg State Park and the County would be responsible for the
Hermitage State Park.

Treasurer Kenny Ratliff stated that sales tax revenue is up 20% this year compared to 2025.

Matters for discussion and/or consideration of the Commission:

With no other matters before the Commission, Presiding Commissioner Sawyer adjourned the meeting
at 11:05 p.m.
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HICKORY COUNTY COMMISSION

MEETING OF JULY 30, 2026
MINUTES

The meeting of July 30, 2026, was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer.
Present were Commissioner Pearson, Treasurer Kenny Ratliff, Michael Nibert, Lee Mclntosh, Carolyn
Ream and County Clerk Tamara Weidman. Commissioner Lightfoot was absent from meeting. Upon
a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer the
minutes of the Meeting of July 23, 2026, were approved as presented. 2-0 vote

A motion was made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer to
open the BOE hearings for 2026. Commissioner Pearson approved the minutes of 2025 BOE and
Presiding Commissioner Sawyer seconded the motion. 2-0 vote A motion was made by Commissioner
Pearson to close BOE for 2026 as there were no citizens who filed the necessary paperwork for the
board and no one in attendance for the hearing. Presiding Commissioner Sawyer seconded the motion.
2-0 vote

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Pearson and a second by Presiding Commissioner Sawyer the
demand warrants and documents for accounts payable for the end of July 2026 was approved and
signed. 2-0 vote

Public Comments:

e Lee Mclntosh and Michael Nibert were present to discuss the Pittsburg Cemetery that is located to
the North of the Pittsburg Community Building. Mr. McIntosh has been maintaining the Pittsburg
Cemetery and had just found that the Cemetery had been deeded to Hickory County on June 30,
1934 and provided a copy of the abstract. The Commission appreciates Mr. Mclntosh’s
willingness to care for the Cemetery and permission was given to continue.

Matters for discussion and/or consideration of the Commission:

e The Commission discussed a repair on a road grader on the East side of the County.

e Carolyn explained that one of the storm sirens is operational but is not programmed to the
Sheriff’s office yet.

e  With no other matters before the Commission, Presiding Commissioner Sawyer adjourned the
meeting at 10:55 a.m.
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